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05 August 2018 

 
Ms. Donna Guarte 
PhD Student 
Usa Institute of Marine Biology 
Kochi University 
Kochi, Japan 
 
 
Dear Ms. Guarte, 
 
The Philippines is recognized as the center of hotspots for marine fish biodiversity in the 
world, and it is imperative to conserve this natural richness in the face of pressures from 
both local activities (e.g., overfishing and habitat degradation) as well as changing global 
conditions (e.g., climate change).  One means of addressing this concern is the scaling up of 
marine protected areas (MPAs) to form networks linked together ecologically through the 
transport of propagules (early stages) between likely sources and sinks.  For this reason, it is 
important to develop the know-how to correctly identify early stages of various fish groups. 
While there is a growing interest in the country to address this subject, the lack of expertise 
has hindered further research on it.    
 
In recognition of your extensive work and expertise, we wish to formally invite you to 
present a part of your dissertation on the early life history of marine fishes at the University 
of the Philippines Visayas (UPV) in Iloilo City.   
 
A tentative program is attached for your review.  Please feel free to inform us of any 
suggestions or comments on the proposed activities.  Thank you very much for your interest 
in sharing your expertise with us and we look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Wilfredo L. Campos , Dr. rer. nat. 

Professor/Proponent 
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Program for Seminar/Training on Marine Fish Larvae: Tentative Program (10-14 January 2019, UPV Iloilo City) 

Proponent:  Wilfredo L. Campos (Professor, Oceanbio Lab, CAS, UP Visayas)  

 Time Activity 

09 Jan 19 (DAY 0)  Arrival in Iloilo 

10 Jan 19 (DAY 1) 0800-0900 Registration 

 0900-0905 Welcome  

 0905-0915 Opening remarks 

 0915-0920 Overview of Seminar & Training workshop 

 0920-1000 Dr. Kinoshita 

 1000-1020      Break 

 1020-1040 How active is transport in marine fish larvae? (Wilfredo L. Campos, UPV-CAS) 

 
1040-1120 Diversity and ecology of Gobiid larvae in nearshore waters of Japan (Dr. S. Harada, 

Wakayama Prefecture Fisheries Institute) 

 
1120-1140 Occurrence and early life histories of Lateolabrax/Acanthopagrus in estuaries in 

Vietnam (Dr. Thanh Trun Tran, Univ. of Science, Vietnam Nat’l U-Hanoi ) 

 
1140-1200 Distribution & early life history of endemic fishes in Ariake Bay (Shotaro 

Tojima,  Usa Marine Biological Institute, Kochi University)  

 1200-1300      Lunch 

 
1300-1320 Review of Auxis (Scombridae) larvae using collections from Tosa Bay, Japan (Donna 

M. Guarte, Usa Marine Biological Institute, Kochi University) 

 
1320-1340 Patterns in the composition & distribution of fish larvae in coral reef systems (Lucas 

R. Felix, OceanBio Lab, UPV) 

 
1340-1400 Vertical distribution of eggs and larvae of Maurolicus japonicus (Sternoptychidae, 

Pisces), in Tosa Bay, Japan (Liezel C. Paraboles) 

 
1400-1420 Composition and distribution of fish larvae in the Zamboanga Upwelling System 

during the NE monsoon (Ryan Dexter Piloton, OceanBio Lab, UPV) 

 1420-1730 Other presentations/Group discussion 

 1830-2030 Welcome Dinner 

11 Jan 19 (DAY 2) 0830-0845 Overview of Training Lectures 

 0845-0915 Biology & Ecology of fish larvae (Dr. Kinoshita) 

 0915-1000 Ichthyoplankton studies & their objectives (Dr. Campos/Kinoshita) 
 1000-1030      Break 

 1030-1115 Otolith & Osteology studies (Dr. Kinoshita/Harada) 

 1115-1200 Anatomy & diversity of form in fish early stages (Dr. Kinoshita/ Harada) 
 1200-1300      Lunch 

 1300-1400 Lab (familiarization w/ structure & form) 

 1400-1445 Lecture on sampling/survey & methods (Dr. Kinoshita/Harada/Campos) 
 1445-1500      Break 

 1500-1545 Briefing on survey area & sampling methods (OceanBio staff) 
 1545-1745 Preparations for sampling 
 1745-1900      Dinner 

 1900-2400 Field sampling (Iloilo River) (OceanBio staff) 

12 Jan 19 (DAY 3) 0830-1230 Lecture on lab sample processing & use of dichotomous keys to families (Dr. 
Kinoshita/Harada) 

 1330-1730 Lab sample processing & identification 

13 Jan 19 (DAY 4) 0830-1230 Lectures on major & specific groups (Dr. Kinoshita/Harada) 

 1330-1730 Lab sample identification 

14 Jan 19 (DAY 5) 0830-1130 Discussion/Workshop: Formulation of Nation-wide Research Program  

 1130-1230      Lunch 

 1230-1430 Presentations of proposal(s) 
 1430- Departure 
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10 September 2016 

 
Ms. Donna Guarte 
Research Associate 
OceanBio Laboratory 
UP Visayas, Miagao 
 
 
Dear Ms. Guarte, 
 
In recognition of your work and expertise, we wish to invite you as resource person for the 
Training on Participatory Coastal Resource Assessment in west Danajon Bank, Bohol to be 
held at Maberes Beach Resort, Matabao, Tubigon, Bohol on September 19-22, 2016. 
 
We will email the tentative program to you soon for your review.  Thank you very much for 
your interest in sharing your expertise with us and we look forward to hearing from you 
soon. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Wilfredo L. Campos , Dr. rer. nat. 

Professor/Proponent 
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             Program and activities to train LGU Partners and committee in each MPA selected. 

              Day Time Activity/Topic 

Day 1 8:00AM Arrival and registration  

 9:00 Welcome address  

        • Introduction of participants 

        • Briefing/overview of the training 

 10:00  Introduction to Coastal Environment and Management 

           - Overview of coastal ecosystems 

           - Importance of different coastal habitats and connectivity 

           - Status of Coastal Resources in the Philippines 

 12:00NN L-U-N-C-H 

 1:00PM What is management and the need to manage coastal resources 

          - Relevance of baseline resource data 

          - Relevance to the resources and users 

  Why use MPA for managing coastal marine habitats and fisheries 

           - Benefits of MPA to fisheries 

             - Benefits to habitats (ecological network) 

Day 2 8:00AM Introduction to Seagrass  bed ecology 

  Habitat Assessment 

           - Seagrass cover, composition, biomass 

           - Seagrass epifauna (macro-invertebrates) 

  Theoretical exercise 

 12NN L-U-N-C-H 

 1:00PM Overview of Mangrove Ecosystem 

  Assessment of mangrove habitat 

            -Species composition, stages, DBH (diameter at breast height) 

            -Canopy cover and others 

    Theoretical exercise 

Day 3 8:00AM Coral reef Ecosystem 

  Coral reef biology and ecology 

  Assessment of coral reefs 

            - Coral composition cover, lifeforms, bleaching and recruits 

            - Reef Macro-invertebrates 

            - Reef fish abundance 

 12NN L-U-N-C-H 

 1:00PM Theoretical exercise  

  Orientation for the field activity 

    Groupings of participants (3 different teams) 

Day 4 8:00AM Actual fieldwork (seagrass, mangrove & corals) 

 12:00NN L-U-N-C-H 

 1:00PM Data encoding/processing/summaries 

    Group reporting 

Day 5 8:00AM Fisheries Profiling 

  Fisheries Monitoring 

  Catch and Effort recording 

 12:00NN L-U-N-C-H 

 1:00PM Theoretical exercise  

  Data encoding/processing/summaries 

    Feedback on training  





















Proposed Programme of Activities schedule 

Day                 Time                                                                          Activity/Topic 

Day 1 8:00 AM 

10:00 AM 

 

 

12:00 NN 

1:00 PM 

Registration 

Introduction to Coastal Environment and Management 

Overview of Coastal Ecosystems 

Importance of different coastal habitats and connectivity 

Status of Coastal Resources in the Philippines 

L-U-N-C-H 

What is management and the need to manage coastal resources 

Relevance of baseline resource data 

Relevance to resources & users 

Exercise/Test (How well do you know your coastal habitats) 

Day 2 8:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

12:00 NN 

1:00 PM 

Coral reef ecosystems  

Coral reef biology and ecology 

Assessment of  Coral Reefs 

        Coral composition, cover, life forms, bleaching and recruits 

        Reef macro-invertebrates 

        Reef fish (chosen families) abundance 

L-U-N-C-H 

Basic Mapping & Familiarization with the use of GPS 

Theoretical Exercise 

Data Encoding/ processing and summary of tables/figures 

Day 3 8:00 AM 

 

 

 

12:00 NN 

1:00 PM 

Overview of Seagrass bed ecology 

Habitat Assessment 

         Seagrass cover,  composition, biomass 

         Seagrass epifauna (macroinvertebrates) 

L-U-N-C-H 

Monitoring and estimating suspended and sediment siltation 

Theoretical exercises 

Data encoding/summaries 

Day 4  

8:00 AM 

12:00 NN 

1:00 PM 

Actual Fieldwork (Nogas Is. Anini-y) for Seagrass/Coral/Fish 

Participants will be grouped into different teams 

L-U-N-C-H 

Data encoding/processing/summaries 

Reporting 

Day 5 8:00 AM 

 

 

 

12:00 NN 

1:00 PM 

Mangrove Ecosystem  

Assessment of mangrove habitat 

          Species composition, stages, DBH (diameter at breast height) 

          Canopy cover and others 

L-U-N-C-H 

Actual Fieldwork (Nogas Is., Anini-y)   

Data encoding/processing/summaries 

Reporting 

Day 6 8:00 AM 

 

 

12:00 NN 

1:00 PM 

 

6:00 PM 

Fisheries Profiling 

Fisheries monitoring 

Catch & effort recording 

L-U-N-C-H 

Exercises 

Data encoding/processing/summaries 

Feedback on training & planning PCRA 

Day 7 8:00 AM Departure from Anini-y 
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