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Eastern Visayas (Region 8) boasts rich biodiversity; however,
insect communities—essential as pollinators, decomposers,
and environmental indicators—remain poorly studied. The lack
of baseline data, the absence of long-term monitoring, and
gaps in taxonomic expertise hinder conservation and
sustainable efforts. Visayas State University has the potential
to lead research in insect ecology within the region, but it faces
challenges related to facilities, training, and research capacity.
By pursuing a PhD in Environmental Science with a
specialization in insect ecology at UPLB, | will acquire
advanced skills and establish networks that will enable me to
conduct biodiversity surveys, develop monitoring protocols,
create a curated insect reference collection, and integrate the
latest knowledge into VSU’s curriculum, research and
extension programs. This work will directly support regional and
national biodiversity goals.

Context

1. By the end of my PhD in Environmental Science,
specializing in insect ecology, | will have published at
least one 1 peer-reviewed scientific article focusing on

Objectives insect diversity, ecology, and their role in ecosystem

services within the landscapes of Region 8. This will

enhance my research expertise, strengthen my
academic profile, and position me as a subject-matter
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expert in insect ecology at the national and regional
levels.

2. Within two years after completing my degree, | will
design, develop and implement an environmental
education module integrating local case studies and
scientific research, to be adopted in at least one
undergraduate Environmental Science course at
Visayas State University. This course will integrate
advanced theoretical concepts, current research
findings, and hands-on field methodologies to build
student competencies in entomological research and
biodiversity assessment.

3. I will lead at least one collaborative research-extension
project with local government units, communities, and
environmental agencies in Eastern Visayas to
establish insect biodiversity monitoring systems and
promote habitat conservation strategies. These
initiatives will provide science-based data for
policymaking, contribute to local capacity-building, and
support the Philippines’ biodiversity conservation and
sustainable development goals.

By the end of my PhD in Environmental Science, specializing
in insect ecology (2029), | expect to have published at least one
peer-reviewed scientific paper on insect diversity and ecology
in Eastern Visayas. By 2030, | will have designed and
implemented an undergraduate-level course/ module on Insect
Outcomes Ecology and Biodiversity Conservation at Visayas State
University. By 2031, | aim to lead one collaborative research-
extension project with LGUs and environmental agencies,
covering priority biodiversity sites in Region 8, and to produce
at least one technical report for national and regional agencies
to inform biodiversity conservation and sustainable initiatives.
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