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Whereas, with the devolution of government powers accompanying the passage of
the Local Government Code, local governments were granted enforcement powers over
environmental issues like solid waste and pollution, forestry and fisheries management,
mining and quarrying and other related functions;

Whereas, aside from the above powers, local governments are likewise mandated to
protect the general welfare of its inhabitants, through enactment of local policies and
creation of programs intended to promote health, safety, and well-being of its people;

Whereas, through the Mandanas Ruling by the Supreme Court in 2018 where LGUs
are provided with increased funding, the latter are in a better position to improve the
delivery of basic services as mandated under Section 17 of the Local Government Code and
other functions that may be devolved to them by the national government.

Whereas, this ever-expanding role of local government in the area of health, safety,
food security and environment is a welcome opportunity as the local government are more
likely to come up with appropriate policies and are in a relatively better position to effect
these policies;

Whereas, it is imperative that the local government be capacitated to enable them to
effectively implement existing policies and to enable them to craft additional policies and
programs when necessary;

Whereas, it is likewise imperative that local stakeholders, including civil society
organizations, be capacitated to enable them to effectively participate and engage in
environmental governance, in partnership with local government;

Whereas, the Institutes of Environmental Governance (IEG) are universities or
colleges with exposure, experience and research in local governance, environmental laws,
watershed, protected area and forest management, fishery issues, and environmental
management;

Whereas, as universities or colleges. thev are mandated to implement education.



